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New Ideas in Handicapping 

Pos-Scan User Guide 
 

How to Access Pos-Scan  
The Pos-Scan display can be viewed in HTR-Tour by clicking the [Pos-Scan] button located just below 

the Scratch button at the bottom of the main menu screen. Regular printing functions apply to this screen 

in 'Tour. The same Pos-Scan display will also be located in the HTR-Tablet version later in the summer.    
 

The HTR2 program does not have a display for Pos-Scan but the HX44 Export does have the full 

complement of Pos-Scan information. Read the HX44 File Spec in the HTR-Library for more 

information. 
 

Robot3 features filtering and testing using the total range of Pos-Scan items and the rankings. The filters 

are located on the "Range Filters" module. The "Learn-Tour" test report lists various numeric spreads and 

ranks for Pos-Scan. The Top-10 and ROI/Alpha Dump also contain the Pos-Scan data.    
 

Purpose of Pos-Scan 
The central focus of Pos-Scan is an accumulated list of positive and improvement factors. There are a 

total of 37 possible elements including most of the top rankings in HTR. There are no negatives listed. 

This provides a unique view of handicapping that is particularly helpful for identifying live longshots 

without the 'noise' of the negatives and the distraction of elimination methods that tend to toss out most 

high-priced winners.    
 

Horses that run well and exceed their odds are likely improving and reveal positive indicators in Pos-Scan 

in most cases. Longshot winners are virtually never "the best horse on paper", as every serious horse 

bettor is well aware of the top ranked speed, pace, and class entrants in each field and they are bet down 

accordingly. Price plays occur as a result of overcoming obvious past negatives. Improved coaching 

(trainer and jockey) and enhanced fitness (workouts, equipment changes) can be critical to thoroughbred 

performance. The Pos-Scan perspective will help you concentrate on all of these possibilities. 

 

The Pos-Scan Display Screen 
Pos-Scan screen uses a user-friendly set of column headers. Most of them are familiar to HTR 

subscribers. Pull up a race with Pos-Scan and follow along below with each item from Left to Right 

across your screen. Search the HTR-Pedia if you need more information on individual ratings or 

abbreviations. 
  
Pn  Program Number; Saddle Cloth 
 

PP  Post-Position; if results are in:  "w" or "p" or "s" prefixes the PP for race finish 
 

Horse  Name of Horse  
 

Age  Age and gender; i.e. 4g = 4 year old gelding; 6m = 6 year old mare 
 

Lay  Layoff or Days since last raced;   the ">" prefix indicates a 6+ month layoff 
 

Q  Quirin Speed Points; "+" prefixes those with 6 or more points (early speed) 

 

R  Run Style Designations:  F= Front; E= Early;  P= Presser;  

      S= Sustained; R= Rear;  N= Not Rated 

                                                                  "+" suffix:  horse is top ranked Fr1 (Fr1=1) 
 

MLO  Morning Line Odds  
 

AML  Adjusted Morning Line Odds  
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The next two columns on the Pos-Scan screen are the most important. 
 

PosTot  Positive Total / Total number of accumulated positive items shown 
 

Pos-Scan Horizontal text list of positive factors and rankings (see below) 
 

Fin  Finish (Win Price) shown on the far right if the result are in 
 

PosTot / Pos-Scan Information 
The main focus on the Pos-Scan screen is the horizontal list of positive elements and the total of those 

items (PosTot).  Here are some important points to be aware of. 
 

 The Pos-Scan screen (June 1, 2016 and later software versions) is sorted by the PosTot or total 

number of positives listed. In rare cases, a horse may have a Pos-total higher than the number of 

items listed on the screen. The accumulated Pos-Scan text can only extend to column 150 on your 

monitor display. The Pos-Total will let you know exactly how many accumulated items the horse 

has in its favor. The correct Pos-Total is also essential for Robot3 testing and HX44 Export.   
 

 There are 37 possible factors that can be listed. Each of the 37 will be explained and analyzed in 

the upcoming (Aug 2016) E-Book. A single horse can accumulate no more than 30 of the factors 

at once. The highest total I have found so far is 27 and it was 2/5 shot in a 4 horse field. A 

dominant runner in small field can horde the majority of the positive items, but it appears that any 

Pos-Total beyond 20 has little meaning as most will be heavy favorites.    
 

 Six character-spaces are allotted for each item on the Pos-Scan horizontal text. The fixed spacing 

helps the user to see the data in a graphical format for comparison. The longer the line of data 

shown, the more items are present. As mentioned above, there is limited space and only about 17 

items can be displayed before it runs out of screen space.    
 

 The items on the horizontal Pos-Scan display for each horse are listed in alphabetical order. This 

was done so that no item takes priority over the others. It is the total that matters. It is unknown 

which combinations are superior. With 37 factors available, the possible permutations on Pos-

Scan is nearly infinite.   
 

 Zero Pos-Total is a viable and important part of the Pos-Scan. It means the horse could not be 

marked with a single one of the 37 diverse handicapping factors that are part of the Pos-Scan.  

We'll learn later how much of a disadvantage this can be. 
 

Value Identification 
We conclude this section by discussing the importance of weighing the Pos-Total against the horse's odds.  

The highest number of positives is not necessarily a good bet. Instead look for runners that have a healthy 

number of positive items with odds high enough to conclude they are a value bet. This may take some 

trial and error, but I'll provide tools and data for you to formulate an intuitive approach. In the meantime, 

Pos-Scan emerges as an outstanding handicapping tool and puts you way ahead of the public using a 

unique approach. 
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The complete range of the Pos-Scan total and Pos-Scan rankings 1 or 2 can be tested in Robot3 and used 

for spot plays. Several of the test reports include the statistics for Pos-Scan results.   
 

Range Filters / Pos-Scan Total 

Select the check-box "Pos-Scan Total" to utilize the range filter. Set it to the range you want to test 

between 00-30. To test horses with zero only, set the range "00-00". You can add a Pos-Scan range to an 

existing spot play or create new ones.    
 

Range Filters / Pos-Scan Rank = 1,2 

The ranking refers to the horses with the top two total Pos-Scan scores. You can test the top-2 rankings 

with Pos-Scan. 
 

Learn-Tour Report 

You can view and print statistics for Pos-Scan Total and Rankings in the Learn Tour report, the 

information for Pos-Scan was added to the bottom of the report. Pos-Scan data appears as follows on the 

Learn Tour report. 
 

rPos=1  (Pos-Scan rank=1) 

rPos=2  (Pos-Scan rank=2) 
 

PosTot= 0 

PosTot= 1,2,3 

PosTot= 4,5 

PosTot= 6,7 

PosTot= 8,9 

PosTot= 10,11 

PosTot= 12,13 

PosTot= 14,15,16 

PosTot= 17,18,19 

PosTot= 20+ 
 

ROI / Alpha Dump 

All of the above information will appear on the data "Dump" reports. 
 

Top-10 Lists 

All of the above Pos-Scan elements are included in the Top-10. 

 


